From: Undergraduate Committee: Peter Clarke, Tim Downey, Vagelis Hristidis, Norman Pestaina, Nagarajan Prabakar (chair) 
To: Masoud Milani, Associate Dean, SCIS
Date: 3/26/09
The UGC reviewed the annual assessment summary 2008-2009 and recommend the following actions.
There is no numeric data in the course outcome assessment for CGS1920 (Introduction to Computing). We suggest:  (1) the modification of the course assessment instrument in our online assessment system to include course outcomes, and (2) the inclusion of this course in the subject area “Communications and Ethics”.
The assessment report identifies two deficiencies in the current approach of assessing the program outcomes. To remedy these deficiencies, we suggest:

1. Improving the existing indirect measure. Increase the student participation in the program outcome survey by conducting the survey when the student completes the senior project.

2. Creating a direct measure. Incorporate the assessment of the program outcomes by integrating the assessment mechanism into the senior project evaluation. 
The report states the number of course outcome surveys needs to be increased. To increase the student participation, we recommend that during the survey period, SCIS web page should have a prominent link to the course outcome survey.

The assessment report states that the attainment level of the program outcome “j” (Have experience working in state-of the-art computing environments) suggests that the outcome is being evaluated inappropriately. Therefore, we recommend rewording the outcome “j” as “Have experience with contemporary environments and tools necessary for the practice of computing”.

To alleviate the decreasing number of alumni participation in the alumni survey, we recommend the use of social networking websites (facebook, LinkedIn) to maintain contact with the alumni. We will use the tools (email, personal messages) available in these websites to encourage the alumni to participate in the annual alumni survey. 

