The recent Assessment Report offered recommendations in the following categories;


Subject Area: Communications & Ethics (Reported by Pat McDermott-Wells)

We should consider changing the prerequisite for this course to include ENC 3211 (for IT majors) and ENC 3211 + COM 3011 (for CS majors).


Appendix E.
Subject Area: Computer Systems (Reported by Masoud Sadjadi)

There are several. Please refer to Masoud’s report.



Appendix F.
Subject Area: Foundations (Reported by Geoff Smith)
It seems possible that COP 4555’s more concrete nature could make it helpful in preparing students for the more abstract mathematical logic in COT 3420. So perhaps it would be better for students to take COP 4555 before taking COT 3420.
Appendix G.
Subject Area: Programming (Reported by Mark Weiss)
There are several. Please refer to Marks’s report.



Appendix H.
The Assessments Coordinator (Norman) added his own suggestions:
Recommendation: SCIS should re-evaluate the course outcomes of COP 2210, COP 3337 and COP 3350 with a view to re-aligning the programming outcomes and syllabi of these 3 courses in the programming sequence.
Recommendation: SCIS should consider the feasibility of having standardized final examinations for COP 2210 or/and COP 3337.
Recommendation: SCIS should formalize a process for recommending placement of transfer students into either COP 2210 or COP 3337 as appropriate.
Subject Area: Software Engineering (Reported by Peter Clarke)
There are several. Please refer to Peter’s report.



Appendix I.
From the ACM report: Tutoring (Reported by Kip Irvine)

Recommendation: I believe that the SCIS should provide funding for tutoring. We have labs with computers, but no in-person support for the students. 

Appendix J.
Computer Science Electives: By the Assessments Coordinator (Norman Pestaina)
Recommendation: A subset of high demand List-1 elective courses should be identified and offered on a fixed, published rotation. 

Recommendation: SCIS should consider creating a Special Topics slot in the regular schedule. Lower-demand List-1 elective courses should be offered in this slot on at least a biennial basis. A course that is not offered within a 2-year period should be removed from List-1.
The Assessment Process: By the Assessments Coordinator (Norman Pestaina)
Recommendation: Our first group of graduating students completed the Senior Project, CIS 4911, in Fall 2008. There are already in place tools for measuring attainment of CS program outcomes from student performance in CIS 4911. The mechanisms for assessing these metrics and incorporating the results into the annual assessment process should be formalized and utilized during the next assessment cycle.
Recommendation: SCIS should consider instituting embedded questions in the final examinations of selected required courses, at least one in each subject area of the CS major. A procedure for assessing attainment of program outcomes from student performance on these embedded questions should be developed and put in place.

Recommendation: The SCIS Assessment Plan (Appendix A) and Assessment Procedures and Mechanisms (Appendix C) should be amended to incorporate these direct measures.

Recommendation: SCIS must find means of elevating the response rates to the student surveys, Course Outcomes Surveys by Students, and Program Outcomes Survey by students. Alternatively, SCIS may consider discontinuing some or all of these surveys.

In addition, the Assessments Coordinator made suggestions in respect of some CS program outcomes (report page 11), but did not highlight the suggestions as concrete recommendations. Perhaps he should have done so.
Outcome j: Experience state-of-the-art computing facilities
The continuing low attainment level argues strongly for investigation. If SCIS is confident that our students are being offered acceptable environments, it may be the case that this outcome is being evaluated inappropriately. In either case, some corrective action must be taken.

Outcome k: Success in applying for entry-level positions
Outcome l: Success in admission to graduate school
It is essential to put in place a system of tracking a statistically meaningful proportion of our recent graduates.
