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Membership

The ACM student chapter currently has about 30-40 active members. This would include students who: (1) train with the programming team, (2) serve as officers, (3) attend general meetings, and (4) participate in the weekly special-interest groups. Overall, there has been a steady increase in both membership and student activity over the past two years. This is primarily due to the leadership by a few graduate students and advanced undergraduates who lead the special interest groups, as well as the constant involvement in coaching by two faculty members (Narasimhan and Irvine). In addition, Professor Prabakar has been assisting the Panther Linux User Group (PLUG).
Programming Competitions
The FIU ACM chapter sent two teams to the ACM Southeast programming competition, held in Melbourne, Florida, in November 2000. The teams were coached by Professor Giri Narasimhan and Kip Irvine. Professor Giri Narasimhan conducted weekly workshops in advanced algorithms for team members throughout the Fall semester. The ACM club held an undergraduate programming competition for FIU students in September 2009. 

Corporate Sponsorship

In December 2009, Ultimate Software (Weston, FL)  announced a gift of $11,000 to the ACM Programming team. The purpose of these funds are to sponsor team travel to ACM competitions, community outreach, and scholarships for team members. It is likely that this will be a recurring gift, once per year.

High-School Programming Competition

The ACM club hosted its 6th Annual FIU High School Programming Competition (April  2009). Participation was approximately 70 students from high schools from Dade, Broward, and even Central Florida. The event was sponsored by Ultimate Software. 

Volunteer Tutoring Program

The ACM club continued its volunteer tutoring program throughout 2009. Thanks to support from Dean Deng and Director Navakha, the tutoring program now has a paid student coordinator. In September, we implemented a software tracking system to help students connect with tutors. A total of 64 tutoring sessions were logged in Spring 2009, involving 14 tutors. In Fall 2009, approximately 120 hours of tutoring were conducted by 12 tutors. Awards were given to the top tutors at the annual SCIS awards banquet.
Company Visits
SCIS was visited by Ultimate Software, Goldman-Sachs, IBM, Microsoft, TekSystems, Ansca Mobile, and Deutsche Bank. These companies have shown a heightened interest in recruiting out top students. The presentations were well attended, often with standing room only.  

Student Picnic

ACM held a very successful joint picnic for FIU students in Crandon Park (Nov 2009). Approximately 20 students attended.

Campus Student Organizations

ACM is an active member of the FIU Campus Student Organizations council, which oversees all sponsored clubs on campus. Because of its activity, it has been able to earn approximately $700 per semester in funds from student activities fees. This money is usually spent on social events, T-shirts, and travel for students to conferences.

ACM Special Interest Groups
There are four very active special interest groups in the FIU-ACM club:

· GSIG – General Special Interest group

· Games
· Robotics

· Crypto & Security

· Panther/Linux User Group (PLUG)

A description of each group (except PLUG) may be found at http://cis.fiu.edu/acm
