2009 Upsilon Pi Epsilon Report
Upsilon Pi Epsilon (UPE) is the international honor society for students in Computer Science, Information Technology, Computer Engineering, and Management Information Systems programs.  During the months of January to December 2009, the members of the FIU chapter of UPE focused on organizing events to promote and encourage excellence among our peers and establish a sense of community with students, staff, and faculty.

Below is a list of the accomplishments and activities of UPE during 2009:
Induction Ceremony: In April 2009, 7 new FIU SCIS students were inducted into a life-long membership with UPE. Their induction into UPE also entitled them to a year-long membership with ACM.
Sumo-Wrestling Robot Programming: In August 2009, UPE partnered with the Engineering Student Council and received 6 sumo-wrestling robot kits. The kits contain unassembled parts to build robots that must be programmed to “sumowrestle” each other outside of a ring. The ferocious man-eating robots, as described by the UPE member that is organizing the event, have been used to teach UPE members new programming and engineering skills.
Microsoft Partnership: In September 2009, UPE began a partnership with Microsoft through the Microsoft Student Partner program. As part of the partnership, UPE will promote Microsoft products, scholarships, and internships to fellow SCIS peers.
Windows 7 Launch Party: In October 2009, UPE organized a Windows 7 Launch Party. UPE reserved room ECS 243 and entertained 147 FIU students with Windows 7 demos, videos, trivia, prizes, and food. The event was so successful that Microsoft used pictures of the event in its Monthly Newsletter as an example of how the Windows 7 Launch parties should be.
Petition to stay in the MMC campus: Throughout the 2009 Fall semester, UPE members distributed petitions to students in the SCIS department to keep our professors on the MMC campus at FIU. With help from the FIU ACM student club, approximately 540 petitions were signed and submitted to the FIU President’s office.

Special thanks should go to the UPE executive committee, under the leadership of Jairo Pava UPE President, for their hard work during 2009.  This year UPE became more visible and active in SCIS and FIU.

Peter J. Clarke

UPE Advisor.
