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1 Introduction

The Foundations courses are COT 3420 (Logic for Computer Science), COP 4555 (Principles of Programming Languages), MAD 2104 (Discrete Mathematics), MAD 3512 (Theory of Algorithms), and the math electives. Because the Mathematics Department has not done assessments for their courses, we discuss only COT 3420 and COP 4555.
2 COT 3420 Logic for Computer Science

Ana Pasztor taught a section of COT 3420 in Spring 2009 and another in Summer 2009, Alex Pelin taught a section in Spring 2009, and Christine Lisetti taught a section in Fall 2009. Assessing COT 3420 in Spring and Summer 2009 is difficult in that students submitted a total of just 6 evaluations over the three sections, which is probably less than a 10% response rate. In Fall 2009, however, 23 student evaluations were submitted; it seems that the new “netbook” procedure was a great success.

The following table shows a summary of the student evaluations:

	
	
	#
	Outcome
	Coverage

	
	
	Responding
	Value
	Adequacy

	
	Spring 09
	3
	4.08
	4.42

	
	Summer 09
	3
	3.83
	4.08

	
	Fall 09
	23
	4.22
	3.99

	
	
	=======
	=======
	=======

	
	Year 2009
	29
	4.17
	4.04


Overall the evaluations seem generally positive, but it was only in the Fall 2009 section that the response rate was sufficient to warrant any firm conclusions. In that section, there was some dissatisfaction with the course textbook: just 12 out of 23 students agreed strongly or moderately that the required text was suitable.

In their appraisals, Alex, Ana, and Christine all found the students’ preparation deficient, particularly with respect to propositional logic and mathematical induction. Ana repeated her suggestion from previous years that a new class specifically on induction and recursion would be valuable. Christine commented that she consistently finds that students have trouble in getting motivated with mathematical logic and seeing how it relates to computer science as a whole. She reported trying a new approach that begins by introducing logical intelligent agents, and then using them to motivate the logical concepts throughout the semester. She mentioned some preliminary student feedback that suggests that her approach improves student motivation and understanding.
3 COP 4555 Principles of Programming Languages
In 2009, Geoff Smith taught one section of COP 4555 in Spring 2009 and another in Fall 2009. Students submitted 9 evaluations in Spring and 18 in Fall, again reflecting a much improved response rate with the new “netbook” procedure.
The following table shows a summary of the student evaluations:
	
	
	#
	Outcome
	Coverage

	
	
	Responding
	Value
	Adequacy

	
	Spring 09
	9
	4.61
	4.69

	
	Fall 09
	18
	4.23
	4.21

	
	
	=======
	=======
	=======

	
	Year 2009
	27
	4.36
	4.37


The student evaluations are positive, although there was a noticeable drop in satisfaction from Spring to Fall. (Possibly this was an artifact of the higher response rate, however.) In Fall, there were quite a few students who were unsure whether the textbook (which is just a set of on-line notes) is suitable. 

In his appraisals, Geoff again stated that the change from Standard ML to F# seems to have increased student interest. He did mention that the students in the Fall section seemed somewhat less capable and less motivated than in previous semesters. 
