Course Sequence Information 

Please note that the preferred codes for these three courses are as below: 

IDS-L96N where 
L = Course level: 2 = sophomore, 3=junior, and 4=senior.
N = Number of credits

Sophomore students can take IDS-2961 up to two times.
Junior students can take IDS-3962 up to two times.
Senior students can take IDS-4963 up to two times.

Students can be part of the VIP team (while taking credits) for up to 3 years during their undergrad studies. Note that the maximum per semester is one credit for sophomore students, two credits for juniors, and three credits for seniors. 

Each department may choose how to validate those credits and how they can be counted toward degree fulfillment. For example, they can be taken as free electives or some other measures.
 

Course Justification 

The Vertically Integrated Projects (VIP) is a 3-year FIU grant  (PI: Dr. Sadjadi) supported by Georgia Tech and Helmsley Foundation. For additional information, please visit http://www.vip.gatech.edu/.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Vertically Integrated Projects (VIP) Program unites undergraduate education and faculty research in a team-based context.  Undergraduate VIP students earn academic credits, while faculty and graduate students benefit from the design/discovery efforts of their teams. 

This allows creating long-term research and development experiences while working in real-world projects with FIU research faculty and external business mentors. VIP extends the academic design experience beyond a single semester, with students participating for up to three years.  It provides the time and context to learn and practice professional skills, to make substantial contributions, and experience different roles on large multidisciplinary design/discovery teams.

This also cultivates leadership and mentoring. The long-term nature of VIP creates an environment of mentorship, with faculty and graduate students mentoring teams, experienced students mentoring new members, and students moving into leadership roles as others graduate.

VIP provides a great benefit faculty research programs and its university, which is part of the FIU Beyond 2020 plan. VIP attracts students from many disciplines and enables the completion of large-scale design/discovery projects, strengthening and expanding faculty research portfolios.

Note that the Computer Science Senior Project class together with some students from the Electrical and Computer Engineering Senior Design class has provided a way to test this larger concept that we are proposing. 
