Name of the Academic Unit Submitting the Request: Computer & Information Science, Hospitality Management, Information Systems & Business Analytics, Biostatistics

Title: 4 + 1 Data Science

I. Combined Degree Description:
The School of Computer & Information Sciences, in conjunction with the Chaplin School of Hospitality & Tourism Management, the Department of Information Systems & Business Analytics in the College of Business and the Department of Biostatics in the Stempel College of Public Health & Social Work propose to offer the expedited 4 + 1 option to students from any approved undergraduate major at FIU, including Computer Science, Hospitality Management, Information Systems, and Biostatistics.

II. Rationale, Expected Number of Students, Need/Relevance:
In order to encourage undergraduate students at Florida International University to pursue a graduate degree, this proposal is for the 4 plus 1 program in Data Science to be offered to students by combining different undergraduate majors, including Computer Science, Hospitality Management, Information Systems, and Biostatistics. This program expedites the student's degree by applying up to 12 credits to both degrees. The combined bachelor's and master's degree program is an attractive option for students and will be used in our recruitment efforts. We will particularly encourage students to pursue graduate programs which are designated as STEM or Strategic Emphasis. Another benefit is that a key performance indicator (KPI) measures either the salary of our undergraduate graduates one year after their graduation OR the number of students enrolled in further education. This policy should help increase enrollment in our graduate programs. For example, the School of Hospitality & Tourism Management already has a successful 4+1 program for all majors directly into the Graduate program in Hospitality Management. If other majors in the University adopt this option, we anticipate an increase of 20 graduate students per year choosing Data Science as their major and another 40 undergraduate Computer Science, Hospitality Management, Information Systems and Biostatics majors choosing to pursue other participating majors in the University. 

III. Required Credits
Only 5000-level or higher courses are applicable and no more than 12 credits may be applied toward both degrees. Academic advisors will approve appropriate graduate courses. 

IV. Other Requirements
To be considered for admission to the combined bachelor's/master's degree program, students must have completed at least 75-90 credits in the bachelor's degree program at FIU and meet the admission criteria for the master's degree program to which they are applying. In order for a bachelor's program to participate in the 4 + 1 program, there should be room for 12 credits of "free electives" that may be completed outside of the major. A student will be considered to have undergraduate status until the bachelor's degree is conferred. Once the student is granted graduate status, they may be eligible for graduate assistantships. Only 5000-level or higher courses are applicable and no more than 12 credits may be applied toward both degrees. Academic advisors will approve appropriate graduate courses Admission Requirements:
· current enrollment in an approved bachelor's degree program at FIU.
· completed between a minimum of 75 and maximum of 90 credits.
· current GPA must be 3.2 or higher.
· complete the separate 4+1 application, including signed approval by the director or designee from the graduate program.
· GRE quantitative score of 148 or higher

Additionally, students must meet the pre-requisites for the desired graduate degree and also meet any additional admission requirements for the desired graduate degree such as GMAT or GRE.

V. Does it require new courses?
No, it does not require new courses. 

VI. Resources required:
There are no additional resources required.

VII. Budget requirements:
There is no additional budget requirement.

Note:
Due to a restrictive curriculum, not all undergraduate programs can accommodate the 4 + 1 option. Upon approval from their curriculum committee, undergraduate majors will "opt in" if their curriculum has the flexibility to allow students up to 12 credits of free electives. This is an opportunity for undergraduate degree programs to consider some further flexibility in their curriculum. Not all graduate programs may choose to accommodate this option. Upon approval from their curriculum committee, graduate degree programs "opt in" if they want this policy to apply to their major. The Data Science team is proposing to allow other approved undergraduate majors the option to pursue a 4 + 1 option in Data Science.

Catalog copy: 
With their advisor's approval, students from all undergraduate majors including Computer Science, Hospitality Management, Information Systems and Biostatistics may apply to the Data Science 4+1 program. If accepted, students will be allowed to take up to 12 credits of graduate data science courses which will apply towards both their undergraduate degree requirements and the master's degree program in data science. The admission requirements are: 
· current enrollment in an approved bachelor's degree program at FIU.
· completed between a minimum of 75 and maximum of 90 credits.
· current GPA must be 3.2 or higher.
· complete the separate 4+1 application, including signed approval by the director or designee from the graduate program.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]GRE quantitative score of 148 or higher
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