Justification
CTS 1xxx – Emerging Topics in Digital Life

Course Developers:

Patricia McDermott-Wells, Ph.D.:  Dr. McDermott-Wells has over 40 years of industry experience as a software developer and technology consultant, plus 22 years of teaching at FIU.  She holds a doctorate in Computer Information Systems from Nova Southeastern University. Dr. McDermott-Wells has taught 23 different courses at FIU for KFSCIS and the Math Department. She has developed several courses within the KFSCIS IT degree, including the core security course CNT 4403. She also transitioned the computer ethics course into the current global learning course “Technology in the Global Arena”.
Charlyne Walker, Ph.D.: Dr. Charlyne Walker has over 30 years of experience in education, with most of her experience as a faculty administrator managing technology projects. Dr. Walker has a strong background in technology management including software and database planning, disaster recovery planning as well as experience in technology planning. As the Director of Educational Technology for the College of Arts and Sciences, she served on a technology advisory board for the university tasked with reviewing the policies and procedures for information security. Dr. Walker holds a doctorate in Leadership and Education with a specialty in Educational Technology from Barry University. In addition, Dr. Walker holds a graduate certificate in Cybersecurity with a specialty in Digital Forensics from Capella University.

Catalog Description: 

Explore ever-changing boundaries between public and private digital lives, and the cultural and societal impacts of data collection, misinformation, media bias, cyber threats, and emerging digital technologies.  

[bookmark: _Hlk118457477]Demand: 
There is a severe shortage of cybersecurity-aware professionals in corporate, military, educational, and personal arenas.

Audience:  Open to all students as a Global Learning Foundations course; potentially UCC (Social Sciences group 2); 

Pre-reqs/Co-Reqs: None  

Justification:
Students today are major consumers of technology, especially mobile devices, yet few are aware of the digital footprint they are creating, or how their data is being harvested, manipulated, and marketed. They are unaware how technology is being used to manipulate their belief systems and their buying decisions, and how it affects governance within their society.
There is a serious shortage of cybersecurity-aware professionals, with impacts on personal and national safety. Students do not understand that the term “cybersecurity” is not limited to technology only. Most students are unaware of how cybersecurity issues impact all aspects of careers and organizations within business, government, and the military.
This course is designed to provide a conceptual overview of technological and societal issues related to digital presence and digital assets at the global level, including personal, governmental, and organizational. It will raise awareness of the influence of digital security issues, digital threats, misinformation and media bias, and the legal and ethical aspects of digital assets in the global arena. It will focus on emerging trends and uses of digital technology, and how that transcends traditional geopolitical borders. 
This course will include a group case study requiring problem decomposition, research, and critical thinking skills. Students will be assigned varying roles within the analysis tasks to ensure that multiple perspectives are brought to the analysis.
This course is designed to open the field of cybersecurity to a broader cohort of students, including traditionally underrepresented groups, who may not understand the full spectrum of cybersecurity needs and opportunities. This is an introductory course designed for students at any level of their bachelor degree program, open to students in any major.

Course Outcomes: 
1. Characterize the impact of digital data collection and use in our culture, our society, and our personal and employment-related digital lives [Understand]
2. Describe tactics used by bad actors to spread misinformation and influence media bias in the global digital arena [Understand] 
3. Analyze legal, political, and governance ramifications influenced by the changing digital landscape, and how this differs in the global arena [Analyze] 
4. Assess the need for personal and organizational planning to safeguard digital assets and meet compliance requirements [Evaluate] 
5. Summarize the need for awareness related to information assurance and compliance across the career spectrum [Understand] 
 
Global Learning Outcomes 
 
6. Global Awareness: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the interconnectedness between our public and private digital lives that transcend national and international boundaries. [Apply] 
7. Global Perspectives: Students will conduct a multi-perspective analysis of the impact of misinformation and bias in media across national and global contexts. [Analyze] 
8. Global Engagement: Students will demonstrate a willingness to engage in activities that analyze the impact of technology and information manipulation in geopolitical disagreements and conflicts. [Create] 

