CTS 1500 Justification for UCC Social Science category Group Two course status
1. Overall: Our physical and social lives today are irrevocably interwoven with digital systems about which we seemingly have limited knowledge or control. It has become increasingly important to understand the impact of our interactions with digital systems on our daily lives. Our ever-increasing individual digital footprints are increasingly fragmented and obfuscated by the myriad of interconnected systems with which we interact. Our ability to understand, control and limit the use of our personal data has become increasingly difficult yet increasingly important.  Ensuring that our data is used and shared only in ethical ways is critically important to preserve our individual freedoms and privacy. 
Society shapes technology but in a greater sense, technology has reshaped our society and our culture. Failure to become technologically adept and knowledgeable will potentially lead to disenfranchisement, as has already been observed in the digital divide.
It is imperative that students understand that their digital footprint is valuable and vulnerable to misuse.  Identifying the motives and methods of bad and good actors to manipulate and control the populace is crucial to successful survival in the digital world in which we live. 
2. Critical Thinking: The learning outcomes for this course span various aspects about how digital data is collected, used, and disseminated to help us but also to manipulate us. Students are expected to research, evaluate, and analyze the impact of digital data in our lives. They contribute individual discussion posts and collaborate in small groups to create multiple 5–10-minute presentations on assigned topics, which they deliver to the class. The entire class critiques these presentations.
3. Written Communication: There will be one case study assignment of 5-8 pages near the end of the semester. Students are given a topic related to the use or misuse of data and must analyze the probable causes and the actual impacts of that data usage.
4. Content/Discipline Knowledge: This course serves as an introductory course for the discipline of cybersecurity. Students learn the fundamentals of cybersecurity, the many different career paths within cybersecurity, the use of digital data to influence and shape culture and behavior, the positive and negative roles that artificial intelligence plays in society, and how data is being used to manipulate belief systems and governance within their society.
Assessment: 
Already approved as a Global Learning Course:  This course has been approved in Fall 2023 as a Global Learning course. All assignments require students to consider the global impacts of technology.  Rubrics will be incorporated into Canvas to allow data to be collected on all student participants.


