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Using Goal Seek
· The Goal Seek tool is like a “What-If” analysis in reverse

· Goal Seek lets us specify a desired result and then computes what we would need to enter as input to achieve it.

· Example: “What do I have to score on the last test to get an “A” in the course?”

· How to use Goal Seek
1. Select the cell that contains the formula for which you want to compute the desired result (e.g. the cell that computes your numeric average for the course)

2. Data | Data Tools | What-If Analysis | Goal Seek...
3. In the Goal Seek dialog, the cell you selected will appear in the Set cell text box
4. In the To value text box, enter the desired result (e.g. 93)
5. In the By changing cell text box, enter the cell whose value will be changed be changed to achieve the desired result (e.g. the cell that will contain the test score)

6. Click OK
· In the tutorial example, Goal Seek is used to determine the break-even point for Creative Ventures®
· Goal Seek limitations
1. You can only vary the inputs in one cell at a time
2. There is no way to enforce data validation constraints on the Goal Seek tool.  E.g., some goal seek results may be impossible to achieve (maybe to get a “A” average I need to score 110 on the last test)
