Computer Data Analysis   

    

    Instructor: Greg ShawPRIVATE 

CGS 2518






    

Microsoft Excel 2007 – Chapter 3

Charts with Multiple Data Series
· The charts we created previously have had only one data series. The pie chart plotted total revenue by region and the column chart plotted total revenue for each product category
· A chart may also have multiple data series.  For example, we could show one series for each region, grouped by product category, or one series for each product category, grouped by region.  Either way, there would be 12 data points shown - one for each product category in each region

· To create a chart with multiple data series, simply select multiple rows and columns, including the rows and column headings
· When the data series are in the columns
· there is one data series for each spreadsheet column
· the column labels appear in the legend
· the row labels are used as the category axis labels
· When the data series are in the rows
· there is one data series for each spreadsheet row
· the row labels appear in the legend

· the column labels are used as the category axis labels
· To switch the data series between the rows and the columns:

Chart Tools | Design | Data | Switch Row/Column

When selecting rows and columns for charts with multiple data series, NEVER select the row with the column totals or the column with the row totals.   By definition, these “grand total” data points will be as big as all the other data points combined, effectively obscuring the message you are trying to send!

